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The Elector's cousin and heir, Duke Charles of
Zweibriicken, became a pawn in Frederick's hands,
and the Elector of Saxony, who had claims on the
estate of the dead prince, promised 21,000 men.
But his only other ally was Bavarian public opinion,
which was shocked at the idea of partition. The
Bavarians, according to the current jest, left off their
pious invocation of " Jesu, M.ary, Joseph/' and cried
to " Jesu, Mary, Frederick " to deliver them.

The Austrian statesmen were willing enough to
negotiate, but they clung to the gains which they
had made. Their preparations for war were not
complete, but they did not believe that Prussia
meant to fight. Both sides, indeed, hoped more
from negotiation than from battle. It became evi-
dent, too, that Frederick was no longer the general
whose delight was in swift and resolute movements.
Not till April 6, 1778, did he march from Berlin, and
then he drew rein in southern Silesia, and spent
three months more in fruitless haggling. At last, on
July 3rd, he made a declaration of war, and two days
later completed his march across the mountains into
Bohemia. Even then the Queen brought herself to-
beg for peace, so that, although hostilities continued,
August was half gone before the diplomatists finally
dispersed.

The War of the Bavarian Succession formally be-
gan, however, when Frederick set out for Bohemia,
on July 3,1778. He was attacking with two armies,
each about 80,000 strong. Earlier in the year he
had hoped that the main Austrian force would as-
semble in Moravia. In that case his plan was to